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Twin baby gods with extraordinary powers at birth; twin boys brought up by a wolf , brothers whose quarrel will one day make the greatest city in the world: from the pen of multi-award winning author Ursula Dubosarsky comes this fresh and lively retelling of two great myths from Ancient Greece and Rome, re-imagined for young readers, and illustrated in gorgeous classical style by David Allan. 
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Background to the stories:

The mythology of Ancient Greece and Rome, also known as Classical myths, is a vast body of stories that come out of the ancient world. Associated originally with the religions of Ancient Greece and Rome, these myths are some of the most famous in the world, and have been retold countless times over thousands of years. 

The Ancient Greek myths are especially well known, and include stories about the creation of the world, the defeat of the Titans, or giants, the rise of the gods of Olympus, and the doings and adventures of gods, goddesses, and heroes, as well as countless accounts of battles, magical journeys, and fearsome monsters. They are rich, exciting, colourful stories with a huge range of characters, including gods and goddesses such as Zeus, Hera, Hermes, Artemis, Aphrodite, Hades, Apollo, and others; heroes with supernatural powers such as Herakles, Theseus and Perseus; half-human, half-beast beings such as centaurs, satyrs, fauns and minotaurs; terrifying monsters like the many-headed Hydra, the snake-headed Gorgon Medusa whose glance could turn you to stone, the one-eyed Cyclops, the huge snake Python, the wicked Harpies, and lots more. 

The Greek myths have inspired writers from thousands of years ago to today: from the Ancient Greek writers such as Homer, Hesiod, Sophocles, Aeschylus and  Aristophanes to famous Ancient Roman writers such as Ovid and Seneca, to medieval and Renaissance writers such as Dante and Shakespeare and on through the 18th and 19th centuries, including such authors as Tennyson, Keats, Byron, and right into our own era. The myths have also inspired countless artists and musicians, including Michelangelo, Raphael, Strauss and Mozart.

The Greek myths have also been retold many times for children from the 19th century onwards, with such authors as Roger Lancelyn Green producing some very popular retellings in the 50's and 60's. More modern children's authors who have retold or been inspired by Greek myths include Anthony Horowitz, Rick Riordan—and Ursula Dubosarsky!

The mythology of Ancient Rome was enormously influenced by Greek myth, and many Ancient Roman stories are retellings of original Greek myths, but with gods and goddesses being given Roman names: for instance, Zeus became Jupiter, Hera  became Juno, Aphrodite became Venus, Hermes became Mercury, Artemis became Diana—but Apollo kept his original name!

However there are also many Ancient Roman myths that are not derived from Greek mythology, and the story of Romulus and Remus, retold by Ursula Dubosarsky in this book, is one of those. This famous story of the legendary founders of the great city of Rome was first told thousands of years ago, and the image of the wolf suckling the twins is found on everything from coins to sculptures, while Roman writers such as Plutarch, Livy and Ovid were all inspired by it, and its influence has continued down the ages. 
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About the author:

Ursula Dubosarsky wanted to be a writer from the age of six, and is now the author of over 30 books for children and has won several national prizes, including the NSW, Victorian, South Australian and Queensland Premier's literary awards. Apart from fiction and picture books, such as "The Terrible Plop",  she has also written the non-fiction "Word Spy" books about the English language. Her latest novels for young adults are "The Red Shoe", set during the Petrov spy crisis in 1954, and "The Golden Day", set in a girls' school in 1967.  She lives in Sydney with her family.

Ursula says: 

As a child I was always drawn to the Greek and Roman myths and I was so excited to retell these two stories from the ancient world. I picked the twin tales essentially because they were about the lives of children, so it would be easier for child readers to imagine themselves right inside the stories. In the storytelling style I wanted to evoke for children a flavour of the way ancient peoples expressed and enjoyed narratives, in particular the way things leap about tangentially like sudden thoughts and then mysteriously often without reason come to an end. It’s quite different to what we tend to think of as stories, with more patterned beginnings, middles and ends.

As I said, I was always drawn to the ancient stories but they became more solidly a part of my life when I was eleven and I finally began learning Latin at school. Ovid was then and still is my favourite Latin author – I love the way he mixes up the dramatic, improbable doings of the gods with an irreverent humour and awareness of their very human motivations and failings. I think David Allan in his utterly delightful illustrations has beautifully conveyed this playful yet majestic spirit of the ancient world.

About the illustrator:

David Allan is an illustrator and artist whose first picture book, Two Trickster Tales from Russia, retold by Sophie Masson, was published by Christmas Press in 2013.  Some of his works are held in private collections and at the State Library of WA. He has exhibited paintings in several solo and group shows, and lives in the New England region of NSW.

Some suggested classroom activities and themes for discussion:

Why are twins often seen as special, even magical? Do some research about what twins symbolise in other cultures. 

Look up the names of the gods on the internet in Latin(the language of the Ancient Romans) and in Ancient Greek. Sometimes the name is the same, sometimes different. Draw the letters of the names in different fonts. Can you see connections between the Latin and Greek letters?

Turn the stories into plays-- live action or puppet plays, then film them and put them on You Tube. Or you could record your play with sound effects, and make it a talking book on a CD or MP3 to share with others.

Read the stories and find a scene that David has not illustrated, and draw an illustration. What made you pick it? Think about why David picked the scenes he chose to draw.

Retell another story from Greek myth, such as one of the adventures of the legendary hero Herakles( also known to the Romans as Hercules).

Look up the story of another pair of famous ancient twins, Castor and Pollux.  Write your own retelling of this story, and illustrate it.

Make paper- people twins with folded paper. Colour them in. With Romulus and Remus, how can you tell which one is which?

